Medical and surgical management of the pelvic abscess.
A pelvic abscess is the end stage in the progression of a genital tract infection and is frequently an unnecessary complication. Intensive medical management including the use of broad-spectrum antibiotics, posterior colpotomy, and major surgery involving a hysterectomy and bilateral salpingo-oophorectomy, all have their place in the management of this condition. Such surgery, however necessary, is associated with profound physical and emotional effects in addition to the economic consequences associated with such therapy. It is hoped that with a better understanding of the epidemiology of PID and with the advent of improved diagnostic and therapeutic modalities for early genital tract infection, a pelvic abscess will eventually become a great rarity on gynecology services.